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d
P
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 C
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 th

e P
rovin
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M
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w

w
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“B
ut as for m

e, I 
kn

ow
 that m

y
V

in
dicator lives, 

an
d from

 m
y 

flesh I shall see G
od;

m
y in

m
ost bein

g is 
con

sum
ed w

ith 
lon

gin
g.”

- Job 19:25,26
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T
h

e follow
in

g are qu
estion

s th
at often

 arise
w

h
en

 con
siderin

g crem
ation

.
T

h
e an

sw
ers 

provided h
ere are excerpted from

 th
e Statem

en
t

an
d Policy on

 C
rem

ation
,approved by th

e
B

ish
ops of

Florida,D
ecem

ber 4,2006.

Q
1: D

oes the church allow
 crem

ation
of the body?

A
1:

C
ath

olics m
ay ch

oose crem
ation

,provided
it in

 n
o w

ay expresses a den
ial of

th
e C

ath
olic

teach
in

g of
th

e dign
ity of

th
e body,created by

A
lm

igh
ty G

od to be a tem
ple of

th
e H

oly Spirit
an

d destin
ed to sh

are fu
lly in

 th
e resu

rrection
 of

th
e ju

st on
 th

e Last D
ay.

A
lthough the church

understands that 
certain circum

stances
and preferences m

ay exist
for individuals or 
relatives to seek 
crem

ation,she m
aintains

as a first preference the
funeral rites w

ith the
body present and its
im

m
ediate burial in 

a cem
etery.

Q
2: W

hat is the first step in considering
crem

ation?

A
2:  C

atholic faithful are encouraged to seek the
counsel oftheir pastor before choosing crem

ation.

Q
3:  If crem

ation is chosen, w
hen

should the body be crem
ated?

A
3:  T

he church recom
m

ends that the body be 
crem

ated after the funeral,thus allow
ing for the

presence ofthe body at the funeral M
ass.W

hen 
pastoral circum

stances require it,how
ever,

crem
ation and com

m
ittal m

ay take place even
before the funeral liturgy.

Pastors in Florida 
can grant perm

ission on an individual basis for 
crem

ated rem
ains to be present at the funeral M

ass.

Q
4:  H

ow
 should the final disposition of

the crem
ated rem

ains be handled?

A
4:

T
he final disposition ofcrem

ated rem
ains

should alw
ays reflect the C

hristian beliefin the 
bodily resurrection and the respect afforded to the
hum

an body,even after death.

Q
5: W

hat is the proper m
ethod for final

disposition of the crem
ated rem

ains?

A
5:

T
he church recom

m
ends that the burial or

entom
bm

ent ofthe crem
ated rem

ains occur w
ith-

out delay,once the crem
ation process is com

pleted.
C

rem
ated rem

ains are to be placed in an urn (or
other suitable container) and either buried in the
ground or at sea,or entom

bed in a colum
barium

.
C

atholics are strongly encouraged to be buried or
entom

bed in a C
atholic cem

etery or the C
atholic

section ofa non-C
atholic cem

etery.

Q
6: W

hat practices
for handling 
crem

ated rem
ains

are to be avoided?

A
6:  T

he practice of
scattering crem

ated
rem

ains on the sea,from
the air,or on the ground,
or keeping crem

ated
rem

ains in the hom
e of

a relative or friend ofthe deceased are not the 
reverent disposition the church requires.

Such
m

ethods ofdisposing ofcrem
ated rem

ains are
inconsistent w

ith the due respect and honor that 
the church w

ants to preserve for her departed 
children.

T
he practice ofa com

m
on grave,ground

or niche w
here the crem

ated rem
ains ofseveral 

persons are scattered,poured,buried or com
bined

w
ithout individual urns is to be com

pletely avoided
in C

atholic cem
eteries.

C
atholics should not select

this practice for the final disposition oftheir m
ortal,

crem
ated rem

ains.

Q
7:  C

an crem
ated rem

ains be divided
or com

bined w
ith those of others?

A
7:

Each urn is to contain the crem
ated rem

ains 
ofonly one person.

T
he crem

ated rem
ains ofone 

person are not to be divided but rather are alw
ays

kept in the sam
e urn.

Q
8:  C

an crem
ated rem

ains be buried 
at sea?

A
8:

T
he crem

ated rem
ains ofthe body m

ay be
properly buried at sea in the urn,coffin or other
container in w

hich they have been carried to the
place ofcom

m
ittal.

s C
h

ristian
s,w

e profess faith
 in

th
e in

carn
ation

 of
th

e W
ord m

ade
flesh

 an
d H

is bodily resu
rrection

,
w

h
ich

 w
e w

ill sh
are on

 th
e L

ast
D

ay.
W

e are rem
in

ded of
th

e
w

ords of
Sain

t Pau
l w

h
o w

rote to th
e C

orin
th

ian
s:

"You m
ust know

 that your body is a tem
ple ofthe

H
oly Spirit w

ho is w
ithin the Spirit you have 

received from
 G

od.
You are not your ow

n.
You 

have been purchased,and at a price.
So glorify G

od
in your body".(I C

orin
thian

s 6:19-20)
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